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BY PETER DEFAZIO

or the filst time in more than 30
yeaxs, seniors and disabled wo¡k-
ers on Socia.l Secudty will not

receive a cost-of-living ailjusbneDt next
year. To adiLess this issüe, I receo¿ly
joioed witb U.S. Seu, Bernie Sanders,
I-Vt,, ar¡d introcluced tle Xmergency
Senior Citizetrs Retief Act. Tbe legis'
latiou wilt provide a one-time, $250
payment - or roughly a 2 percent cost-
of-living adjustment - to Social Secù-
rity beneficiaries next yeax,

President ObarDa arld ¿ oumber of
aalvoca.y groups recently ca,Ele out in
support of the payment. However, an
Oct. û editorial in The Register-Gua-rd
stated tha{ "Senior citizens shôuld be
able to û¡derstand that if there's no
increase in the cost of living, t¡.ere
shoul¿l be rìo ad¡rstment i! benefrts."
Tt¡e editoriãl also argued that the checks
shoúlal be is$red, using borroÌr'etl money,
as a way to stimu.late the economy.

I disagree lsitf,i the premise tåat tlìe
cost of living has not þone up for seniors
t¡is year. Iurthermole, I do nol a$ee
with Obama or The Register-GuaÌd that
]Me should use boirowed moDey to pro-
vide the payments.

The cost of many rhings senio$ have
bo buy - esÞecially Medica¡e premiums
a.nd presûiption ilÌugs - have gone up
dramatically.

For exanpÌe, Medicare Par¡ .D Ple-
scription drug preEiums, v¡hich are
deducted faom montbly Social Security
payments, will go up by a¡ avera8è $15 a
moût¡, or rouBhty 11 pe¡cent, next year'
To make matteis v/o¡se, 80 percent of
all Medica¡e prescription ilrug pla¡s do
not havè aay kind coverage for tlose
who fa.ll into t-he so called 'doughnut
hole¡ tuÉhel increasing the bruden of
prescription drug costs for seniors.

The cosl oJ housing has also gone up.
Here in Oregon properry taìEes ale up a¡
average of 3 percent, a¡d some places
are seeilg increases cloqe to S.percent

- yet these la.xes are not included in
the flr.rrent catculatio¡s for the Socia.l
Security cosl-of-livin8 adjushnent.

The cuüent fomûla useal lo calcu-
late cosl-ofliving adjusùnents for Sociaì
Security beûeficiaxies does nõt tàke i¡to
accoulll the puichasing h¿bits of seDiofs
lnst€ad, it is based on the Consunle¡
Price Index, v¡hicb overemphasizes food
a.Jûd consumables such as computers a¡¿l
iPods, lyìile seniors' bu¿lgets are heavjly

x'eighted toward hea.lth caxe and hous-
ing. TbÌl a 75-yeax-old r¡idow - a woman
scrimping by on $t4,0oo of Social Secu-
rity beneñts and a small savings accouìt
earnirg only I perceot interesL who is
faaing aû increa¡e in the cost of her
medic¿lioDs - that Lhe cost of living
has not gone up.

That is why Sen. Sanders anil I have
been ùying to get a new index of a
CPI for tlÌe elderly for years by iDùo-
ducing the Consumer kice Index for
Eldedy ConsumeË Act- The legislation
v¡oul¿l eslablish a CPI-elderly for Social
Seiùity recipients thal wouìd compute
the real cost of livi¡g for seniors by
focusitrg on the rising cost of products
most often purchaseil by seniors, such
as medical cafe, housing and prescrip
tion drugs,

But in the meaDtime, il is impen-
tive LlÌat we give senio.rs l¡is onetime
payment of $250 Lo addrcss their dsiEg
cost of living nexl yea¡,

Nearty 70 percenl of beneñciaries
deþend on Soci¿l SecÌirity for al least
half of lheù income, alld socia.l secu-
Iity is the sole sourée of income for 15
percent of ¡ecipients. Fìrrthermore, more
seniors have been forced ùrlo poveÉy as
a result of this recession, According lo
the National Academy of Sciences for-
mula" the poverty rate among Ameri-

ca¡s 65 and older is a¡ ala.rmiqg 18.6
percent, more than ¿louble the offrc!4I
poverty r¿te of 9.7 percenl for seaiols,
ì¡¡hich does not accualely refleci meil-
ical erÞenses.

obama a¡d I agree that seniors ¡èed
a cosl-of-livÍng adjustment next y€ar to
ma-ke ends meet. HoB'eye! we disagree
on how to tur¿l the $250 paluent.
Though this might provide economic
stimuhis, as the Register-Cùar¿l a¡gues,
we shoul¿I not use boûo.l¡¡ed money to
pay fo¡ it

I would tike to instead cha.nge t¡e
tax st¡uctùre to mate lhe pla.n deficit
neuùal, My plah subjects income over
$1,29o,o00 to the social securily pav¡oll
tax (FICA) for trext yeax. CuûeDtly, only
earneaì i¡come below $106,800 is sub-
jQct to flCA tax. This ensulé¡ the $250
payment to öur sgniors is not paid fdr
on the backs of future generations.

It is not too mucl to ask tù4t t¡ose
who aie the wealthiest among us PâY
the same rale of tax as avemge ì¡olk-
ing Àmericans so our seniols ca¡ ¡ave
a much-needed cost of livi¡g adjustuedi
next year.

Peier DeFøzia of Springfield, rE rø-
sents Oregon:s 4th ÐßtTict in th¿ US.
Eouse oÍ RepresentLù¿aes.

Ì'tì{ai'.aRâ
YCUGOI{NADO

$trTrìYaJR
Barr.our?


